
5th floor  18 broadwick street  soho  w1f 8hs      t: 0207 287 6208      f: 0870 487 1829      mail@milkstudio.net      www.milkstudio.net



Our projects have been widely published, both in Europe and internationally.

o  Evening Standard, ‘ Eat your Heart Out’, June 2004
o  Vogue Living, ‘His emphasis was on splendor rather than    
        practicality’, Sept. 2004, Australia
o  Lighting Equipment News, ‘Double Cream’,  Sept. 2004
o  ICON Magazine, ‘Fluid Lines’, Nov. 2004
o  Kitchens Bedrooms and Bathrooms, ‘ Wave Power’, Dec. 2004
o  Architectural Digest, ‘Design for Cooking’, 2005, Russia
o  Icon Magazine, ‘Kitchen and bathroom guide’, 2005
o  The Designer, ‘Curious Curves’,  April 2005, USA
o  Residence, ‘Krökt kök’, March 2005, Sweden
o  Property Ladder, ‘Rear Action’, Sept. 2006
o  Inside Out- Sunday Times, ‘A Bold and Original eat- in Kitchen’, Dec. 2006
o  Daily Telegraph, ‘Digging Deep’, Aug. 2006.
o  Riba Sector Review, ‘Houses and Housing’, 2007 
o  Coriere della Sera, ‘LA FINESTRA SUL CORTILE’, Sept 2007, Italy
o  BD, ‘Alsop’s 20-flavour housing, Sept. 2007
o  Elle Décor, ‘ДΕΚΟΡ ΒДΕΤΑЛЯΧ’, Oct. 2007, Russia
o  BD, ‘young, gifted and bright, Oct. 2007
o  Move or Improve, ‘Open plan’, Jan. 2007
o  MD, ‘Wohnen im Southerrain’, Dec. 2007, Germany
o ‘UROPEAN URBANITY’, Springer-Verlag , 2007, Austria
o ‘EUROPEAN URBANITY AND STRATEGIC PROJECTS’, NAi Uitgevers,   
        Netherlands, 2007
o ‘EUROPEAN URBANITY’, Europan-Europe, France, 2007 France

News:
Recently we won an invited design competition to design a 5 storey house in Earls 
Court, London, and our scheme “The Orange House” won a design competition 
organised jointly between the RIBA and Urban Splash, for a development in New 
Islington in Manchester.  We also received Special Mention in the recent competition 
for mixed use development on Birnbeck Island, Weston-Super-Mare, a competition 
also organised by Urban Splash.  

We were short listed for the Young Architects of the Year Award in 2007.

On the horizon:
New built house in Notting Hill Gate and Manchester, an exciting public building in 
Norway, an experimental housing scheme in Switzerland   

PRACTICE PROFILE:
AN INTRODUCTION TO MILK:STUDIO ARCHITECTS

Background:
Our award winning design-led practice, established in 2002, is based in SOHO, London 
with experience in residential, commercial, retail and interior projects in England and 
abroad.  We work for private clients, companies and property developers. 

The directors Marcel Rahm (AA Dip) and Asa Backman (AA Dip RIBA), studied and 
worked in Zurich, Switzerland and in Lund and Stockholm, Sweden before coming to 
London to study at the Architectural Association. 

After graduating the two directors worked for different practices in London, Sweden, 
Germany, Switzerland and Malaysia, before setting up as Milk:studio architects in 
2002. 

Currently the practice has 5 full time staff.  To date we have been involved in numer-
ous residential/housing and commercial projects in London as well as in Sweden, 
Switzerland, Italy, Austria, the Netherlands and South Africa. 

We speak English, German, Spanish, French and Swedish. 

How we work:
Our designs are developed through close collaboration with our clients and we aim to 
achieve the highest standard of design, construction craftsmanship and execution.  

We help to maximize spatial potential in all our projects and our designs are devel-
oped to meet contemporary living patterns and needs.

We are interested in the materiality of architecture and often find inspiration in inno-
vative materials and lighting. 

Our design philosophy:
We believe the creation of space is in essence political, as built form and organisation 
can enable or disable social interaction between the participants in the everyday 
drama of life.  It is our intent to produce an architecture that takes into account the 
many members of today’s society.  

We believe the exposure to difference in an environment increases the understand-
ing and encourages people to interact and share.  We believe that life patterns are 
changing in this day and age and that architecture has to respond to, and accommo-
date for this.  We try and carry these notions with us in the small residential situation 
as well as in situations on an urban scale. 
 
Our collaborators:
We have long standing working relationships with renowned consultants within 
fields such as mechanical-, acoustic- and structural engineering, quantity and party 
wall surveying and landscaping. 

Achievements:
We have participated in many competitions, in which we have always either won, 
been short listed or received special mention.  

o D&D Award 2004 : I-Pad, Highly commended, 2004
o Europan 7 competition, short listed, 2003
o Invited design competition, winner 2005
o Europan 8, competition, special mention, 2005
o Tutti-Frutti competition, winner, 2007
o Birnbeck island competition, special mention, 2007
o Young architect of the year, short listed, 2007



CROGSLAND ROAD
I-PAD
Project: Refurbishment of a one bedroom flat in 
North London.
Budget: £30,000
Completed: summer 2004
Size: 40 m²

The translucent “bands” continue into the living area, 
where they conceal stereo equipment and storage 
and provide a visual link between all the spaces, which 
bind the spaces together and make the flat feel 
spacious and light. 

In this project the flowing design gives a sense of 
continuity and depth of space. Our client prioritised 
splendour over practicality and asked for an “invisible” 
kitchen to be installed in his one bedroom flat. The 
curvaceous sensuous lines of the kitchen cabinets, 
worktop, table top and hi-fi storage start in the patio, 
where a low table transforms into a long, folded 
structure, which hugs the brick wall and then extends 
into the flat where it splits into an upper and lower 
winding “band”, concealing kitchen appliances, 
cabinetry, curving in and out to create an ergonomic 
environment.



Typically in any London development, space is at a 
premium, so we’ve made every element work hard to be 
useful as well as architectural. We believe that floor, wall and 
ceiling surfaces can be articulated in such a way that a 
variety of functions can take place in separate spaces, while 
the overall shapes of the architectural elements bind the 
spaces together.

In this particular project, our clients were both actors and 
liked the idea that ceiling and floor defined the three 
main spaces, while the connecting element, the storage 
wall, acted as the spine, which lead you from sitting area, 
through working platform, to kitchen and dining space. 
The design culminates with the rear extension where 
two large skylights lead the way to the multifaceted 
frame that becomes the portal to the garden. The fixed 
furniture becomes part of the landscaped floor and helps 
to define different spaces at the same time as they make 
the design useful and multifunctional.

BECKLOW ROAD
ACTING OUT
Project: Rear extension and refurbishment to 
ground floor of West London terraced house.
Budget: £140,000
Completed: summer 2006
Size: 100 m²



CRAVEN HILL GARDENS
MOOD FLOW
Project: Conversion of two separate flats into 1 two bedroom flat.
Budget: £ 70,000
Completed: 2007
Size: 87 m²

Conversion of two separate flats into a 2-bedroom flat.  The 
geometrical layout of this flat arrived from trying to bring the 
original two flats into one.  The landscape of the work surfaces 
and storage shelves work to maximise and save space as well 
as create a fluid spatial experience.  Translucency in the 
surface materials together with the highly reflective floor and 
the coloured lighting produces a unique spatial experience.
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SOGN ART CENTRE
A WALK ALONG THE RIDGE
Project: Art gallery extension to existing exhibition centre
Budget: £ 1 million
Completed: Competition entry
Size: 400m²

The competition entry plays on the idea of the new part of the culture house (The new art centre) living in symbiosis 
with the existing salmon centre, sharing reception area, offices and storage/technical facilities.

The scheme for the Sogn Arts Centre, brushing past the Wild Salmon Centre and leaping over the stream to the 
mid-river bank enlivens a simple linear layout by a series of subtle directional shifts and level changes. As the route 
takes new angles and reaches new heights, the building’s internal spaces and views out to the landscape unfold 
before the visitor.

A second un-ticketed route leads directly past reception and up to the cinema on the first floor. A second staircase leads on up to the light and airy second floor workshop and studio spaces.

The scheme’s skin is composed of a series of developing timber ribbons which run the length of the building. While each ribbon has been varyingly manipulated to open the building up to the surrounding 
landscape, each insulated segment is tailored to the spatial characteristics required for the programme within. Where they flare apart, they flood the studio and workshop space with a steady north light while 
where they pass over exhibition spaces they close together to prevent light coming in and create an environment adapted to hanging and displaying works of art.

Entry to the Arts Centre is clarified by its axial continuation of the approach road from Lærdal town centre. On 
entering, the visitor passes under the curator’s office (which doubles as a meeting room and is linked by bridge 
to the existing first floor office) into the glazed reception which sits between the old and new fabric. Opposite 
the reception, the shaking extension is re-entered via a double height exhibition space. From here the visitor 
travels up and on towards the ‘Art on the Net’ area passing over the storage spaces. A ramp leads the visitor 
on through the second exhibition area and out to the café which spans the salmon stream and looks out from 
the end of the proposal towards the fjord.



COMMUNITY CENTRE
COMMUNITY CENTRE IN  ZURICH
Project: Art gallery extension to existing exhibition centre
Budget: £ 1 million
Completed: shortlisted masterplanning & design sompetition - 3rd round
Size: 400m²

In this competition we utilised the idea of the continuous landscape with programmatic transparency and intercommunication, in order to increase 
the opportunities for people to see, hear and/or meet each other.  Architecturally this was achieved through creating strategic openings and 
interrelations between programmes – for example the players on the basketball court, which was sunken into the plaza, could be seen and heard 
from visitors to the supermarket, garage and the second hand shop.  All to inspire the idea of a meeting place, in which the “Art of Exposure” (Richard 
Sennett) assists in the making of the community. 
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BARRINGTON WALK
MULTIGLOW
Project: Current boundary-wall to communal parking area in 
residential housing estate.
Budget: £10,000 
Completed: Autumn 2002
Stages: Design & Feasibility Stage

Elevation

The client was a neighbourhood management company .

The brief for this project was to brighten up and make safer a dark parking area and 
to protect the private gardens from intruders from the street.

The proposal uses differently coloured low cost polycarbonate sheets in combina-
tion with structural tape to achieve the glowing boundary wall. The use of the 
different colours and layered sheet positions resulted in a variety of tones and 
depths.

The terrace is made to measure as a free floating non-directional shell structure, with a primary structure made of plywood 
and secondary structure of glass fibre reinforced resin. The overall shape, heights and tilts of walls can be varied to respond to 
the context, in accordance with views and needs for privacy. The glass reinforced resin is translucent to let light through, whilst
maintaining privacy for the interior and can be pigmented to the desired colour and intensity. 

The client wanted to create a prefabricated, lightweight structure, to act as a roof terrace situated on an existing roof. 

The roof terrace was developed to create an experience of floating above the cityscape with views opening up in 
certain desired directions. The tilted walls exaggerate the spatial experience and at night the fibre optic lighting in 
the walls illuminate the space with an indirect, soft glow. 

Section

PUTNEY BRIDGE ROAD
LIGHT RAFT 
Project: Full refurbishment of 1 bedroom Flat
Budget: £30,000 
Completed: 2003
Stages: Design Stage up to and including planning stage



IFFLEY ROAD
LIGHT REFRACTION
Project: To extend and refurbish existing 2 storey family 
Victorian terrace to incorporate basement floor and 
re-designed garden.
Budget: £ 250,000
Completed: 2007
Size: 200m²

In this project, our clients have two young children and they 
wanted us to design spaces that prioritised their family life. 
Our design opened up the ground floor to become one big 
space, containing kitchen, dining and living area. The family 
area in the lower ground floor links to the ground floor space 
via a 2 storey light well, maximising the social space between 
the floors, create one large family place. 

The undulating joinery surfaces of the kitchen Marotte panels reflect 
light in from both the front and the rear of the building, creating a 
“glitter” of light throughout the space. The use of Mykon Cellbond 
aluminium honey comb acrylic and glass panels in the extension 
creates privacy, while providing light into the spaces.



TREGUNTER ROAD

Project: Converting two apartments back into one large family 
house, completely refurbishing the entire property.
Budget: £ 2 million
Completed: in construction
Size: 500m²

The project brief was to design a light and spacious house consisting of two large living 
and entertaining areas for the family. The client requested an additional fifth floor 
extended into the roof for a gym/guest room. 

We created a large open plan living space in the lower ground 
floor consisting of the main kitchen, leading to the large dining 
and media area opening up to the rear garden. The main 
concept of this living space is to bring as much light as 
possible to the lower ground floor, hence installing large 
folding sliding glass doors on the entire wall to blend the 
margin of living in an interior/exterior space. 

The project plays with different level changes on each floor, 
but yet manages to create a continuous flow using dark timber 
flooring acting as the main connection between all floors and 
the cantilevered staircase. 
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TUTTI FRUTTI
THE ORANGE HOUSE
Project: The Orange house won a plot as part of a competition organised by Urban 
Splash for a new built row of terraced houses in New Islington in Manchester.   The 
house had to meet the access code and Code level 3 for the sustainable agenda. 
Budget: £500,000 
Completed: Ongoing
Size:  250 m²
Stages: Full service 

Accessibility

The open plan ground floor is staggered in height, ramping 

up (wheelchair compliant) half a metre from the rear 

entrance up past the kitchen and dining area (situated 

under the void) to the living space. Definition is thereby 

given to these different zones and the living area is 

sufficiently raised from the street to afford a level of separa-

tion and privacy. The bedroom above the double height 

living space has disabled access via a lift and has suitable en 

suite facilities.

Environmental strategy

The central void, angled to the southern sky, allows daylight 

to filter down through the floors, reflected off the planes of 

the internal pods to the lower levels.  It also acts as a large 

scale chimney, providing natural ventilation by allowing 

warm air to rise up and pass out through the top of the 

building. Operable windows in each space fuel this flow of 

air.  Both facades have a deep timber construction contain-

ing hemp insulation slabs, which also utilises its acoustic 

qualities in the internal walls and floors.  Each plane of the 

undulating façade will be constructed as a unit off-site and 

bolted back to the floor plates on site, with the rain screen 

skin draped over in situ.

Design

Increasing natural daylight within the confines of a townhouse plot requires a significant re-think of its 

traditional spatial organisation based on the upward stacking of floors. Instead of focusing on the ‘floor 

plate’, the starting point for the design are key voids that act as light funnels illuminating the building’s 

centre and open plan ground floor. Around these, the internal programme is set either within secluded 

pods or on a series of open platforms. These open, family spaces are set at various levels within the space 

to break up the traditional vertical separation of functions within the building.

The resulting layout and absence of floor plates means the internal circulation is not dependent on dark 

landings and long corridors. The pods and platforms are linked and vertical movement throughout the 

building is achieved via a snaking staircase that wraps itself around the internal volume, hugging the 

external wall. Critically, positioning the staircase in this way also avoids the monotony of a traditional 

staircase, instead providing a lively, changing experience moving up through the house.

The pods, cut off from the central void, are opened up to the outside by windows that pierce the 

building’s outer GRP skin. This secondary façade acts as a rain/sun screen and creates an environmental 

buffer zone between to the inner insulating skin. Visually, the angling of the translucent GRP gives the 

façade a depth that counterbalances the hard landscaping of the surrounding environment.  
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HOUSING STRATEGY

EUROPAN 8
TILBURG - HIDDEN TREASURES
Project: Masterplanning a housing mix used scheme.
Budget: £ 25 million
Completed: design stage only
Size: m2

Our urban response to the Europan brief and the brief presented in relation to the Tilburg site in particular is 
driven by a number of  architectural aims:

AIM 1.  
The creation of sustainable communities
Sustainable communities have to contain an element of self sufficiency in relation to the surrounding urban fabric 
in order to be truly sustainable.  They also have to cater to a variety of needs of different people (age and 
background), from the outset to function as places to live and work in contemporary Holland.  We believe the 
following elements are key:
     
• mix of programmes                       
 - our aim:  accommodate for work, leisure, retail and living.

• flexibility over time  
       - our aim:  inject the built fabric with inherent flexibility to accommo-
       date changes in patterns of inhabitation over time.
       
• financial cross subsidizing:   
       - our aim:  create long term economic stability of the development

AIM 2:   The creation of a new urban model for Tilburg
       This should enable a different condition compared with the historical organisation of Tilburg i.e. the blocks 
surrounded by buildings with enclosed courtyards at the centre and different from the modernist idea of high 
blocks on grids with vast open spaces between, where overlooking, lack of privacy and shelter from wind renders 
the space unusable for the inhabitants.

•  interdependence  
       - our aim: the site to have an open, permeable relationship to the surroundings, where the site invites people 
from surrounding areas to pass through and use certain programmes such as the commercial, cultural and social 
functions.  This will enable the site to 
become interdependent with the surrounding urban fabric.

CLUSTER MANIFESTATION
Each cluster of housing/small scale commercial unit is 
congregated around a communal courtyard. As the bound-
aries of the clusters are permeable, there 
is public access, and the courtyard becomes a more private 
continuation of the public street/route.  The landscape sets 
up a series of terraced levels, which allow access on 
different levels.  These terraces can be used to play, sunbath, 
climb or rest on. 

Access/entrances to the housing units and small scale 
commercial units can be arranged from the inside of the 
cluster or from the outside, more public side.  The units 
themselves are designed to contain a “soft” side, where 
entrances or windows and connections can be placed.
Each cluster contains of housing/small commercial units, 
common facilities and an access point to the garage below.

ARCHITECTURAL STRATEGY:
HORIZONTAL/FIELD ORGANISATION AND ACCESS - THE LANDSCAPE AS AN ENABLER
Landscape:   Within our block itself our landscape is like the street or public space in the town, this is where meetings take place and 
relationships are established.  The landscape itself is the connector, the mediator, the plane upon which encounters take place. 
The fact that the landscape moves up and down enables a variety of sectional relationships to evolve, activities take place below, next to 
and above you. The fact that the buildings are situated and reached through the landscape, enables chance encounters to take place as 
the primary movement is horizontal, rather than vertical.  
Public/private: the landscape also facilitates private spaces to occur intermittently, as it creates sheltered spaces within, by raising and 
sinking. This allows private moments to occur within the public realm. The buildings themselves are situated in such a way that you can 
enter and see into the clusters, but not further than a certain distance, which means that all does not reveal itself in one go.  The shape 
of the buildings creates a semi permeable fabric, but without losing the privacy of the courtyards. 
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SOGN ART CENTRE
LEKANDE LAKSAR
Project: Art gallery extension to existing exhibition centre
Budget: £ 1 million
Completed: Competition entry
Size: 400m²

BUILDING FABRIC

While the planted skin of the foyer emerges from the surrounding topography alongside the existing building’s 

roof, the timber volumes strike out into the landscape towards the fjord, their sleek silvery skin akin to the fish 

fighting their way up stream on the other side of the Wild Salmon Centre.

PROGRAMMES

The foyer hosts all the communal facilities around which the ticketed and private 

activities/functions of the project are arrayed. Designed as singular elements these timber clad 

volumes pierce through the foyer skin out into the surrounding landscape. 

Each of the extruded spaces are given over to particular functions; two for exhibition space, one 

for the office/administrative area, one the cinema and the last the photographic, teaching, and 

guest workshops. Each space has both an internal focus - individually positioned to tie into 

relevant existing elements of the building and an external focus, orientated to benefit the 

internal activities by taking advantage of the outside landscape, its views and natural light.

The curator’s office and archive volume (accessed via the existing administrative space within 

the Wild Salmon Centre) sits angled over the main exhibition space which in turn leads off the 

foyer opposite the reception. The temporary exhibition space is similarly raised over the 

workshop/studio facilities and looks out north over the river. Access to the temporary 

exhibition space is from the foyer mezzanine which hosts the Art on the Net and access to the 

cinemas. 

EVENT SPACE - COMMUNAL SPACE

The non-linear organisation of spaces makes the double height foyer, linking all the new spaces 

with the present building, a key space in terms of circulation and event crossover. By opening up 

the activity ‘boxes’ to the foyer, visitors are not only exposed and made curious to the other 

activities available but all users from staff to resident artists brought together in shared facilities 

to develop art in the community.



OFFICE FOR FOCAL.POINT
MOOD FLOW
Project: Office design - commercial office
Budget: £ 25,000
Completed: 2006
Size: 40 m²

Client is a joinery company who wanted us to design an office that was innovative and showed off the 
company’s skills, both in terms of detailing and geometry. 

The table was designed to seat 8 work stations.  The geometry 
allows for the users to be able to work in their stations and 
have consistent interaction with one another, as the table is 
shaped in a way that will allow all the users to face one 
another. 

The undulating ceiling follows the placement of the work 
stations with light channels for each station.  It also links the 
shelving unit and the seating area which are on opposite sides 
of the room.

The floor, made by the client’s company, is vertical plywood 
and overlaps onto the parts of the table and the walls.
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NOTTINGHAM PLACE
ACTING OUTACTING OUT

Our client’s brief was to connect interior with exterior in the 
new built rear and roof extensions. 

Design description: 
The client loved timber and the design uses curved timber 
walls as a linking element between the three floors and the 
roof terrace at the rear including the inside and outside space 
on the fifth floor. The choice of timber was Ipe, which can be 
used both in exterior and interior situations.

Project:  Complete refurbishment of 5 storey townhouse in Maryle-
bone with addition of mansard level roof extension and 3-storey rear 
extension. 

Budget: £1.3 million
Completed: September 2007
Size: 500 m²



FAREHAM STREET
PR OFFICE
Project: refurbishment of office space and showroom
Budget: £50,000
Completed: Design & Feasability stage
Size: 100m²

Client brief: 

Media and clothing company wanted a creative 

and innovative office for up and coming advertis-

ing bureau on ground floor and a specialised retail 

environment where potential fashion buyers 

would be invited for clothes to be shown to them. 

The client was looking for a mix between a display 

case and a personal shopping environment.

Design description: 

We homed in on a rougher look, utilising Parallam 

timber for a bespoke shelving system with built in 

flexibility. We incorporated a small reception/ 

waiting area into the office, so that clients had 

somewhere to sit while waiting to be seen. As the 

two entities; the advertising bureau and the retail 

clothing branch were operated by the same 

company and run by the same people, we 

connected the upstairs with the downstairs by 

galvanized stairs between the two spaces. 

Downstairs we tailored display and flooring space 

to client specific needs and created opportunities 

for clients to sit in a comfortable and informal area 

whilst being shown the clothes.
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BIRNBECK ISLAND
ON THE ROCKS
Project: The competition entry “On the Rocks” won a Special Mention as part of a 
competition organised by Urban Splash for a new built development on Birnbeck 
Island in Weston Super Mare in North Somerset.   
Budget: £ 80 million
Completed: Competition entry
Size: 22,500m²
Stages: Competition/ feasibility study 
The architecture:

The scheme “ON THE ROCKS” was based on the unique character of the rocky landscape, and offered a new use for the island, celebrating its dramatic, semi-isolated location and new 

possibilities for the public to enjoy its spectacular and contemplative scenery.  The proposal converted Birnbeck Island back to its “natural” state, with a series of public and semi-public 

stone clad built directly on the rocks and accessed via a series of wheel chair accessible timber decks and rock paths with green oasis of planting and sculpture platforms dispersed 

between the buildings.  

The master plan:

The master plan for the headland positioned the buildings to create a series of sheltered courtyards, where the dramatic rock landscape is exposed to beautiful effect and where playgrounds and green oasis of planting and sculpture platforms are 

dispersed between the buildings.  The shifts between the buildings in plan allowed views out over the island and pier, without loosing the protection from the windy sea.  The level shifts in the terraced landscape allowed private areas within the 

public realm and spectacular views of the sea from the roof terraces balconies.

The overall idea for the master plan suggested a mix of programmes to establish a socially and environmentally sustainable community. The idea was that by placing different programmes adjacent to each other, visitors to one part of the island 

would be curious to investigate other parts; for example visitors to the water sports centre and the conference facility, would find it natural to visit the art gallery and vice versa.  Equally on the headland, the mix between retail, commercial and 

residential would continue the already established commercial and retail area along Birnbeck Road into the site and draw more people towards the attraction of the pier and island.   

The proposal suggested a new community on the headland, consisting of a series of slate, copper 

and cedar shingle clad 2-4 storey buildings on “legs”, placed naturally in the terraced rock 

landscape, following the existing contours.  

 The master plan for the island positioned the buildings around a) a sheltered “piazza” at the 

start/end of the pier, b) rock/sculpture gardens to the north and south and c) a protected 

communal decked area on the 2 piers to the North West and South West of the island. This 

proposal created areas with various degrees of privacy and shelter from the windy exposure of 

the Bristol Channel climate.  Varied heights and positions in plan created views out over the sea 

in a series of places, as well as set up areas of privacy within the public landscape.

existing buildings on site main entrance deliveries / emergency exit bus stop public entry points private entry points

Bristol Channel
Weston Bay



EUROPAN 7
RIVER’S EDGE
Project: Mixed used development in 
Innsbruck
Budget: £ 30 million
Completed: shortlisted masterplanning 
& housing competition

    

light diagram  diagram : principal  connection 

Morphology starting point: five storey blocks placed parallel in north south direction with evenly distributed 
density (1). Factors considered: light, visual connections, public/private, spatial sequencing, density, 
experience of moving through space. This morphology will differ from the conventional modernistic by 
providing diversity and multitude of spatial experiences.
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In this competition we worked towards 
developing a model for a programmatically 
mixed community, in which the smallest 
spatial units could be combined over time 
to accommodate for shifts in social needs 
in terms of interconnection and spatial 
layout.  The idea of the landscape as an 
accommodator for territorial varieties also 
played a major part in this competition. 
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HALSEY STREET
EQUILIBRIUM
Project: Rear and mansard roof extension and complete 
refurbishment to Central London terraced house.
Budget: £400,000
Completed: summer 2006
Size: 250 m²

The design for this 5 storey terraced property germinated from two main restrictions posed by the narrowness of the property 
(a mere internal 4.75 m), the onerous planning and conservation area restrictions and the fact that the internal floor level of the 
lower ground floor was situated only 300 mm above the tunnel arch of the District Line. 
We created a modern single family dwelling, with a large family area in the lower ground floor, containing an open plan 
kitchen/dining and living area which leads to the decked garden on the same level. The double height space of the extension 
connects the upper and lower entertainment areas, where we believe the linking of these spaces works well as a “social hub.” 
The openness of the internal design creates a feeling of increased light and space.  

Our response to planning restrictions 
was to distinguish between the 
original and new fabric, using a 
contemporary design language as a 
contrast to the original material and 
organization.  Externally, planning 
constraints restricted us to use brick 
to match the existing building, but 
instead of trying to make the 
extension blend in, we consciously 
sculpted the shape of the extension 
with slight inclined angles to the 
external walls, which makes it stand 
apart and be read in contrast to the 
existing building.  The glazing of the 
extension is designed so that the 
glass is invisible and instead empha-
sises the outline and shape of its mass.


	Portfolio front page3
	profile page
	Crogsland Road_page 3
	Becklow Road_page 5
	Craven hill gardens_page 7
	Sogn Art Centre Snake_page 12
	Swiss competition_page 14
	Barrington Walk_page 16
	Iffley road_page 8
	Tregunter road_page 9
	Tutti Frutti_page 19
	Europan 8_page 10
	Sogn Art Centre lekande laksar_page 13
	focalpoint_office
	Nottingham Place_page 6
	Fareham st_page 17
	birnbeck_page 18
	Europan 7_page 11
	Halsey Street_page 4

